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§ 29.343 Disability benefits. 
(a) The general rule that Federal 

Benefit Payments are calculated under 
the applicable retirement plan as 
though the employee were eligible for 
optional retirement and separated on 
June 30, 1997, does not apply to dis-
ability benefits prior to optional re-
tirement age. 

(b) In cases involving disability bene-
fits prior to optional retirement age, 
no Federal Benefit Payment is payable 
until the retiree reaches the age of eli-
gibility to receive a deferred annuity 
(age 55 under the Police and Fire-
fighters Plan and age 62 under the 
Teachers Plan). When the age for de-
ferred annuity is reached, the Federal 
Benefit Payment is paid using cred-
itable service accrued as of June 30, 
1997, and average salary (computed 
under the rules for the applicable plan) 
as of the date of separation. (See exam-
ples 6 and 7 of appendix A of this sub-
part.) 

(c) In no case will the amount of the 
Federal Benefit Payment exceed the 
amount of the total disability annuity. 

§ 29.344 Survivor benefits. 
(a) The general rule that Federal 

Benefit Payments are calculated under 
the applicable retirement plan as 
though the employee were eligible for 
optional retirement and separated on 
June 30, 1997, applies to death benefits 
that are determined by length of serv-
ice. In these cases, the survivor’s Fed-
eral Benefit Payment is calculated by 
multiplying the survivor’s total benefit 
by the ratio of the deceased retiree or 
employee’s Federal Benefit Payment to 
the deceased retiree or employee’s 
total annuity. (See examples 13A and B 
of appendix A of this subpart.) 

(b) The general rule that Federal 
Benefit Payments are calculated under 
the applicable retirement plan as 
though the employee were eligible for 
optional retirement and separated on 
June 30, 1997, does not apply to death 
benefits that are not determined by 
length of service. In these cases, the 
survivor’s Federal Benefit Payment is 
calculated by multiplying the sur-
vivor’s total benefit by the deceased re-
tiree or employee’s number of full 
months of service through June 30, 
1997, and then dividing by the retiree or 

employee’s number of months of total 
service at retirement. (See examples 
13C–F of appendix A of this subpart.) 

(c) In cases involving a disability or 
early voluntary retiree who dies before 
reaching the age at which a Federal 
Benefit Payment is payable, the sur-
vivor’s Federal Benefit Payment is cal-
culated as though the employee had 
not retired from service, but had sepa-
rated from service with eligibility to 
receive a deferred annuity. (See exam-
ples 13G and 13H of appendix A of this 
subpart.) 

§ 29.345 Annuity adjustments. 
(a) In cases in which the total annu-

ity and the Federal Benefit Payment 
are equally impacted by a cost-of-liv-
ing adjustment, the new Federal Ben-
efit Payment is determined by apply-
ing the federal percentage of the total 
annuity to the new total annuity. (See 
examples 14A–G of appendix A of this 
subpart.) 

(b) In cases in which the total annu-
ity and the Federal Benefit Payment 
are not equally impacted by a change, 
such as a new plan provision or service- 
based adjustment, the Federal Benefit 
Payment is recalculated where applica-
ble, and the federal percentage of the 
total annuity used to determine subse-
quent Federal Benefit Payments is re-
calculated. (See example 14H of appen-
dix A of this subpart.) 

§ 29.346 Reduction for survivor bene-
fits. 

If a retiree elects a reduction for a 
survivor annuity, the ratio of the unre-
duced Federal Benefit Payment to the 
unreduced total annuity is multiplied 
by the reduced total annuity to deter-
mine the reduced Federal Benefit Pay-
ment. (See example 10 of appendix A of 
this subpart.) 

CALCULATION OF THE SPLIT OF REFUNDS 
OF EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTIONS AND DE-
POSITS 

§ 29.351 General principle. 
Treasury will fund refunds of em-

ployee contributions and purchase of 
service deposits paid by or on behalf of 
a covered employee to the District of 
Columbia Police Officers’ and Fire-
fighters’ Retirement Fund or District 
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